
HONU NEWS 
Week of December 2, 2019 

“It is not happiness that brings us gratitude.  It is gratitude that brings 
us happiness.” 

Aloha Kailua Elementary School ‘Ohana!  
I hope the long weekend has been relaxing and rejuvenating for you all. I wanted 
to take a minute and say thank you to the families that came out for the SCC 
Community Meeting on November 21.  It was wonderful to hear from parents, 
grandparents, teachers, business owners and students about what they thought our 
strengths were and areas for growth.  SCC will have another Community Meeting 
in the Spring, I hope more of you can join us! We can’t wait to see your children 
tomorrow morning.  To find out what’s coming up, please read below: 

Save The Date and Mark Your Calendars!  
12/2: Make it Happen Monday, 8-10am/D-33 
12/2-6: Hour of Code Week! 
12/6: Pizza Pre-Order Due for Winter Concert  
         Good Luck Tunnel for the Honubots before State Competition 2:10pm 
12/7: Honubots Compete at State Competition 
         Pick up your tree or greenery that you purchased through Habilitat! 
12/11: Whole School Assembly: Gratitude 7:55-8:15am 
12/13: Winter Concert, 4:30 Registration, 5pm Concert Begins 
12/18: Honu PRIDE Assemblies 
12/19: CPK Fundraiser: Dine In or Take Out from CPK! 
12/23-1/7: Winter Break 
 
WE NEED YOUR THOUGHTS! 
Please take a few minutes to give us some feedback on Before School Care. 
According to a parent survey, there was some interest in providing before school 
care. The YMCA is Kailua Elementary School's before school care provider. They 
need at least 20 students in order to run the program.  The program would run from 
6 a.m. - first bell. The activities would be board games, coloring, or reading in the 
morning.  Students would be able to bring breakfast or they would take them over 
to the breakfast program. The cost is $65 a month. Before the YMCA can start the 
program, we need a commitment of at least 20 students.  Please complete this 
commitment form if you are committed to participating: 
https://forms.gle/7u7Dy5VV7wmwP99y5 . Once we have 20 students, we will 
work with the YMCA to plan the logistics of the program.  Thank you! 



PBIS Proud Moments: 
More Students Have Received 20 Honubucks! 

There’s no shortage of HonuPRIDE on our campus.  This week we had 
10 more students hit the 20 Honubuck mark. They include the following: 

Carter Acosta, Kailah Akau-Sausi, Malea Bonisa, Maya Butts, Raine 
Spadavecchia-Gionson, Ezekiel Vincent, Kayden Amero, Kiana Garcia, 
Isabella Goodrich, and Jack Riccitello  Keep it up Honu! We are so proud 
of you! 
 

Spelling Bee Anyone? 
Our PTSA is at the beginning stages of planning a Spring Spelling Bee.  
This idea was brought to them from one of our students. In an effort to 
honor Student Voice on our campus, Dr. Jaffe, PTSA Board Member 
has volunteered to help coordinate this event with support.  He knows 
there are probably others that would like to take part in this as well.  If 
you are interested in making this happen on our campus, please e-mail 
me and I will pass your name and contact info onto Dr. Jaffe. 
 
Box Tops 
Thank you to everyone that supported the Box Tops Collection. Our 
November submission totaled almost $400 for our school.  This money 
has been used for the Grandparent’s Day Breakfast, Global Play Day, 
Beautification Day and anything else that needs a little extra funding to 
make it special for our KES ‘Ohana.  Last week you should have 
received a collection sheet in the Thursday Folder.  Thanks to those of 
you that have already sent it in filled up.  We are running a contest for 
the Grade Level that submits the MOST Box Tops! The winning grade 
level will have Lunch on the Lawn with music and picnic blankets! So 
please put your teacher’s name on the submission sheet. As a reminder, 
Box Tops are going digital. Now you can simply scan your store receipt with the 
Box Tops mobile app to identify participating products and instantly add cash to 
our school's earnings online. We encourage you to download the FREE app and 
scan your receipts as you unload your groceries. The paper Box Tops are still valid 
and non-expired ones will still be collected. With all of this in consideration, we 
will be providing collection sheets with a space for families to submit receipts 



(only those that have NOT already been submitted on the app). Feel free to submit 
recent receipts and as many paper tops each week. A special shout out to one of 
our First Grade Parents, Mrs. Sherry Kirkland, as she has volunteered to 
scan receipts for you if you would like.  Please look for the special 
collection sheet that will be coming home this week.   

Winter Concert Attire! 
 By now, I’m sure you’ve heard of the Winter Concert that is scheduled 
for Friday, December 13th. All students are asked to dress in “Aloha 
Attire.” For the girls that would mean dresses with an Aloha/Hawaiian 
Print and for the boys that would mean a collared Aloha Shirt with long 
pants/jeans. Registration will begin at 4:30pm, students should be 
dropped off at the Homerooms no later than 4:40. We will be having the 
concert outside this year, so you are invited to bring your lawn chairs 
and blankets.  Our hope is that everyone will have a fabulous view of 
their children as they perform. 
 
PTSA 
NEXT MEETING: December 17, 2019, 5:30pm Library 
AMAZON SMILE: With the holiday shopping season upon us, PTSA 
wants you to know that they are a registered non-profit with Amazon 
SMILE. What that means is if you are already an AMAZON shopper, 
you can simply register under AMAZON SMILE and for every $1 you 
spend, Kailua Elementary School will receive .5% of whatever you 
spend.  It does not cost you a thing.  All you have to do is use the 
general search field and search for Kailua Elem PTA once you have 
signed up for Amazon Smile.  If you are already signed up and using 
Amazon Smile, you just need to click on your Smile Section and then 
change the organization.   
BOON SUPPLY FUNDRAISER:  Thank you so much to all that 
participated in the Fundraiser!  It is now over. Boon Supply is totaling 
up the orders and will be getting us a total amount earned very soon.  
PTSA is grateful to all that supported this as it will be providing much 
needed funds to help support the learning on our campus. 
RESOURCES FOR PARENTS: 



Mr. Tanaka’s Library Blog: Would you like to know what cool 
things are happening in the library? 
Check out Mr. Tanaka’s Library Blog to read about what is happening in 
the Library or to give you some things to think about.  Here’s the link: 
 https://darrentanaka6.wixsite.com/keslibrary/blog 

WANTED! 
1. 2nd Grade Teachers: Looking for Volunteers 

Thank you Lori Munday for joining us last week for RTI! We loved having 
you! 
Our 2nd Grade Teachers, Mrs. Pescaia and Mrs. Doane are looking for some 
volunteers to come in and work with the 2nd graders on reading from 8:15-8:45 
every day except Wednesdays.  You do not have to be a parent of students in 2nd 
Grade to help out.  Take a look at the SignUp Genius  Follow this link to sign up: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a4eada928a0fa7-2ndgrade 

 
2. FUN FAIR PHOTOS! 

Sadly, many of the photos that I took with my camera at the Fun Fair came 
out blurry.  If you have some good photos to share please send them to me at 
suzy_mitchell@kailua.k12.hi.us or to Jo Pedro at ajpedro75@gmail.com, or 
upload them on our school website at the bottom of our homepage.  These 
will be used for the Yearbook and webpage.  Thanks so much for your help! 

3. GAMES for the Afterschool Program: Mrs. Jeszenszky is looking for 
games that encourage movement like Twister, Frisbee, bouncy balls of all 
sizes, soccer balls, cones, and also games for inside play like Jenga, Uno 
Attack, any others that are popular with kids. If you can help out with this, 
just send your donation into the Office labeled, For Malama Afterschool 
Program, Attention Mrs. Jeszenszky. 

4. Donations of Greenery for the Winter Concert on December 13th. Does 
anyone have a connection to a Nursery that would be willing to loan 
Greenery for our event? We’d like to create a Hawaiian feel to the stage, but 
will need greenery to make it happen.  

5. Games: Connect 4 and Card Games for the Before School Time.  Our 
students LOVE playing Connect 4 after they’ve had breakfast.  We’d love a 
few more games as well as Card Games like UNO, Go Fish, Skipbo, etc. 
Just send in to office labeled, Before School Cafeteria Games.    

 
  
 
 



Make It Happen Mondays! 
This is formerly Monday Moms.  In an effort to be more inclusive, we’ve renamed 
it, so Dads, Grandparents, Aunties, and Uncles etc. know they are welcome to join 
us for some time to get projects done that are needed for the school.  It might be 
copying, cutting, tallying, assembling, creating, constructing…who knows!  It will 
be anything that will make the job of the teachers and staff a bit easier. Come for 
20 minutes or 2 hours! The next meeting: Monday, December 2! 
 
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please let me know.  
Grateful for your support, 
Suzy Mitchell 
Family Engagment Lead, PCNC 


