
HONU NEWS 
Week of January 20, 2020 

“I have a dream that one day my four little children will live in a 
nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by 

the content of their character.” ~Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Aloha Kailua Elementary School ‘Ohana!  
I think we can all relate to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. wanting a better world for 
his children.  As parents, we have a lot of dreams for our kids.  I hope you will take 
some time to share those with your child and invite them to share what their 
dreams are to you. Engaging in that conversation can be very powerful for you and 
your child! To find out what’s coming up, please read below: 

Save The Date and Mark Your Calendars!  
1/20: Martin Luther King Holiday: NO SCHOOL! 
1/22: School Choice Submissions are due to Mrs. Mitchell, D-33. 
1/23: Lance Fairly Author Visit (Kinder and Upper Grades) 
 Honubots will be presenting to our State Superintendent! Good Luck! 
1/27-31: School Choice Week: We LOVE Kailua Elementary School! 
1/28: PTSA Meeting, 5:30pm Library 
1/29: School Choice Sign Waving: Wear Green or Yellow! 7:30 Drop Off Loop 
         All School Assembly: Forgiveness/School Choice 7:55 Cafeteria 
2/5: Global School Play Day: Families Invited. Volunteers Needed! 
2/7: Kids Heart Challenge Kick Off Assembly 1:15 Cafeteria 
 
HONU PRIDE 
The following students have earned 20 Honubucks: Maxx Duncan, Mya Carrillo, 
Exodus Fraticelli, Celeen Henry, Connor Madden, Leah Montgomery, Brewer 
Golish, Kauwila Paglinawan, Archer Taula-Sanson, Kade Jaffe, Milla 
Eirhart, Kase Espiritu, Sakura Moore, Kolton Thoburn, and Syan Kekaula! 
We are very proud of you Honu! Keep up the great work. 
 
These Families Have Purchased a Yearbooks as of December 1! 
Acosta, Aguero, Alvarez, Atkins(2), Baginski, Bantag(2), Baptiste, Barton, Bradbury, Butts, 
Craddick, Crowder, Davis-Ajala, Dumot, Echevary, Espiritu, Everhart, Gaspar, Hamachi, 
Haugen, Hendrickson, Jaffe, Kailio, Kamelehone, Kent, Kishida, Kridel, Lansdell, Lau, Lee, 
Lene(2), Librie, Lolohea, Lyu, Madden, Malone(2), Medieros, Merry, Monk, Morris, Murphy, 
Neufeldt, Ngo, Niikura, Pugh, Saintvil, Sanchez(2), Shin, Smith, Souza, Spencer, Mafi, 
Steffen(3)Steinman,Sumi-Tabios 
If you are a 6th Grade Parent, and you see your name here that may signify your purchase of a 
Love Note. REMINDER TO 6th Grade Parents: PTSA has generously paid for your 6th Grader’s 



Yearbook! If you’ve recently turned in an order form, it is not logged yet.  I will be logging and 
receipting those this week.  I also saw that there were two orders from before Winter Break, so if 
you have a question, please e-mail me and I can check. 
 
Did You Know? 

1. Our water bottle filling station has been installed!!  Finally! HUGE 
MAHALO to our very own Mr. Steven Choy for getting the right people 
here to make sure it was complete over our Winter Break.   

2. The SQS (survey) that went home a couple of weeks ago, had an envelope 
with it. The idea is that you are to fill out the survey and send it in the 
envelope provided in the mail. 

3. We will have a 3rd Author for this school year visit our campus on Thursday. 
ALL have volunteered their time to be here to speak to our kids. Mr. Fairly 
that will be visiting us this week is an artist that has an art gallery in Hauula 
and he wrote a beautiful picture book titled, Fly High Little Honu. It’s a 
great story of living with aloha and not giving up on your dreams even when 
people tell you there’s no way!  Our Kinders and some of our Upper Grade 
students will be hearing him speak this week.  Next week, he speaks to First 
and Second Grade. 

 
Honu Bee 2020 (Spelling Bee) 
The Honu Bee is moving right along.  Mark your calendars for Wednesday, April 
22 at 5:30pm. Special thanks for Dr. Jaffe, his son Kade and Mr. Tanaka for giving 
this opportunity for our students.  
~Great Job to Mrs. Roybal’s First Grade Class for their great work on Wednesday 
in the first Spelldown! They brought their spelling skills and their courage! We are 
super proud of them.   
~This week, Mrs. Barnes’ Class will be taking their turn on Wednesday! Good 
luck Honu! 
Parents, take a minute to challenge your child to spell the challenge words for 
this week. Say the word.  Read the sentence.  Then repeat the word. 
Have your child say the word.  Repeat the sentence or use it in their own 
sentence. Spell the word.  Then say the word again. This week’s challenge 
words: 
Plumage: the feathers of a bird 
The plumage of a peacock is very colorful. 
Wrangle: to persistently argue 
A parent’s greatest frustration is a child that will wrangle with them when they tell 
them no. 
Spelling Rule: 



Compound Words: A compound word is made up of two words. Each word is 
able to stand by itself with its own meaning. The compound word creates a new 
meaning. Example: slowpoke, without, moonlight, firework, nowhere, homemade, 
roommate, bookkeeper. 
 
School Choice Week: January 27- February 1, 2020 
School Choice Week is a National Campaign to shed positive light on education.  
We are participating to show others the things we LOVE about Kailua in any way 
that you would like.  I’d like for you, or your child to get in touch with your inner 
writer, speaker, singer, sculptor, rapper, artist and create something that shows why 
you LOVE our school.  Your child could make a poster, write a song, rap or 
speech, draw a picture, sculpt something, write an essay or poem, etc.  The sky is 
the limit.  All entries will be put on display. And participants will be awarded a 
yellow fleece scarf!  (I know, just what you need in Hawaii!)  If you know your 
child has a particular strength, please encourage him/her to use it to express his/her 
love for our school. All submissions are due 1/22. Thank you to all that have 
submitted thus far. 
 
Global School Play Day 2020! 
On Wednesday, February 5th, our campus will be participating in Global School 
Play Day from 8am-1pm.  Why? Because PLAY is good for the brain, and not just 
for kids.  If you’d like more information about it, check out this link: 
https://www.globalschoolplayday.com/ 
For those of you with us last year, you will remember that we held Global School 
Play Day just at recess.  We provided some things that were a little different at 
recess time and invited parents/guardians to come in and PLAY.  The feedback 
was overwhelming that we needed to do this longer.  So this year we will play all 
day. Since it’s good for ALL brains, children and adults, you are invited to join us.   
 

RESOURCES FOR PARENTS: 
1. Mr. Tanaka’s Library Blog: Would you like to know what cool 

things are happening in the library? 
Check out Mr. Tanaka’s Library Blog to read about what is happening in 
the Library or to give you some things to think about.  Here’s the link: 
 https://darrentanaka6.wixsite.com/keslibrary/blog 

 

 
Thursday Folder Look Outs! 



1. Global School Play Day: We are looking for volunteers! 
2. Yearbook January Sales Push: Also, 6th Grade Families, you do not need 

to order a yearbook because PTSA has generously offered to purchase a 
yearbook for all of our 6th Graders as a parting gift for their time at Kailua 
Elementary School. 

3. Lance Fairly Author Visit and Book Order Form: A local author and 
artist will be visiting our school on January 23, and 29th to talk to our 
students about his book, Fly High Little Honu, and his life’s work as an 
artist. He will be speaking to mostly younger students. He also will be 
signing his book for the students, so please fill out your pre-order form and 
return to the school if you’d like one of the books.  

4. New Box Top Collection Form.  The new contest will run through 
February so that we can have a large submission ready for March! 

5. Speech Festival 2020: It’s that time of year again.  We’d like to start getting 
ready for the Speech Festival that will be happening in April. If your child 
loves to speak in front of groups, or would like to improve in this area, this 
is a great opportunity to do so! The flier was in last week’s folder. Please fill 
out the form if you’d like your child to participate in the Wednesday 
afterschool sessions. 

 
WANTED! 

1. 2nd Grade Teachers: Looking for Volunteers 
Thank you to the many parents that have joined us for this valuable time 
with our students! You are a great help! 
Our 2nd Grade Teachers, Mrs. Pescaia and Mrs. Doane are looking for some 
volunteers to come in and work with the 2nd graders on reading from 8:15-8:45 
every day except Wednesdays.  You do not have to be a parent of students in 2nd 
Grade to help out.  Take a look at the SignUp Genius  Follow this link to sign up: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0a4eada928a0fa7-2ndgrade 

2. GAMES for the Afterschool Program: Mrs. Jeszenszky is looking for 
games that encourage movement like Twister, Frisbee, bouncy balls of all 
sizes, soccer balls, cones, and also games for inside play like Jenga, Uno 
Attack, any others that are popular with kids. If you can help out with this, 
just send your donation into the Office labeled, For Malama Afterschool 
Program, Attention Mrs. Jeszenszky. 

3. Games: Connect 4 and Card Games for the Before School Time.  Our 
students LOVE playing Connect 4 after they’ve had breakfast.  We’d love a 
few more games as well as Card Games like UNO, Go Fish, Skipbo, etc. 
Just send in to office labeled, Before School Cafeteria Games. 



We’ve had a few games come in, thank you so much!    
As always, if you have any questions or concerns, please let me know.  
Grateful for your support, 
Suzy Mitchell 
Family Engagment Lead, PCNC 


